445. REPLY TO " THE RAND DAILT MAIL"

-   [JOHANNESBURG,
September 12, 1906]

[THE EDITOR]

The Rand Daily Mail

SIR,

You have accused me in your leading article of the confusion of the
issues in connection with the British Indian mass meeting1 held yesterday.
I fear, however, that it is rather on your side than on mine. The point
that I, and every other speaker, made was perfectly clear.

Here is what I stated, as reported in your paper:

They did not ask to bring the 350 millions into this country, but they said
that those who had entered the country were entitled to the same protection
and rights and privileges as all the Europeans who had come in.

While the meeting earnestly pleaded for a reasonable treatment of
the resident British Indian population, you, Sir, shall I say, deliberately
have confused the issue by dragging in all Asiatics, British and otherwise,
and by raising the question of immigration. How can we raise any such
question when it is a matter of life and death for the handful of British
Indians that are in the Transvaal? In order to accentuate my point,
I did indeed say that, if aliens, not always of a desirable character, could
enter the Transvaal freely and without permits, and enjoy all the privileges,
it was reasonable that Indians, who are accepted as British subjects, should
have a prior right.

You again talk of a suspicious disinclination to descend to details!
There was no occasion for it as they are embodied in the British Indian
protest which you have already published. No amount of amending the
Ordinance as to details can make it acceptable when the very principle
of it is bad, namely, to ask every Indian without exception to carry a
pass under a system of identification applied only to criminals. We would
be unworthy sons of India if, mild as we are, we submitted to the con-
templated degradation,

[Yours, etc.)

M. K. GANDHI]
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1 Vide "The Mass Meeting", pp. 419-23.